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AFL Girds for Fight on ClO Recognition Demand 


LEWIS FEARS GM VOTE 


Green Reiterates Stand 
Against Sole Bargaining 


By WILLIAM ULLMAN 
ADN Washington Correspondent 
WASHINGTON.—With the Detroit negotiations appar- 
ently at an impasse, telegraphic and other demands piled 
up here Monday that the Roosevelt administration bring 
pressure upon Gov. Murphy to execute forthwith the evic- 
tion order obtained by General Motors against the Flint 


sit-down strikers. There was no evidence, however, that 
either the White House or the@———— 


labor department is now disposed 
to take such a step. 

Both are in constant telephonic 
touch with Murphy and so far 
as anyone here will vouchsafe are 
satisfied that the Michigan ex- 
ecutive is doing all in his power 
to bring the negotiators to an 
agreement. In view of this, it is 
contended, there is no disposition 
here at this time to advise him to 
take a step which, it is held, might 
lead to new and very serious com- 
plications. Should negotation break 
up, however, it was stated at the 
labor department, Secretary Fran- 
* ces Perkins very likely will have 
a statement to make. 


In the meantime the American 
Federation of Labor loomed today 
as a very potent factor in tne 
situation, for it was made known 
that the federations is determined 
to make a last ditch fight against 
what it believes to be the dicta- 
torial pretensions of John L. Lewis 
and his committee for industria! 
organization. President William 
Green, of the AFL has by no 
means receded from his demand 
in telephonic conversation with 
Gov. Murphy that the working 
agreements of the craft unionists 
in automobile plants be protected 
and that the UAW not be rec- 
ognized as the sole bargaining 
agency for the industry’s em- 
ployes: Green was unmoved by 
Lewis’ threat to walk out of the 
negotiations if the AF'L is recog- 
nized as a party at interest. 

The Green declaration followed 
in both tome and purport the 
statements made recently by John 
P. Fray, president of the metal 
trades department of the AFL, in 
which that leader asserted the 
federation would take all possible 
steps to safeguard the interests of 
their members in the automobile 
industry. 

First report of the Green state- 
ment appeared on the news ticker, 
and sent correspondents hurrying 
to American Federation of Labor 
headquarters, where the executive 
council is in session in_one of its 
regular meetings. The council 
gathers four times yearly. A press 
conference was scheduled for this 
evening, at which time Green was 
expected to reaffirm the federa- 
tion’s already well-indicated stand 
in opposition to Lewis’ aemand 
that the UAW be recognized by 





General Motors as the sole bar- 
gaining agency. 

Washington today took Green's 
statement as proof of persistent 
rumors that the Detrait .confer- 
ences were successful up to the 
point of UAW recognition in 20 
GM plants on the exclusive basis 
laid down by Lewis. 

Washington is filled with re- 
percussions of the strike’s se- 
riously adverse effect upon indus- 
tries other than the strictly auto- 
motive. There was this week 
increased volume of complaint 
from many manufacturing inter- 
ests which have begun to count 
the cost forced upon them by the 
protracted General Motors tie-up. 
In the aggregate, for the country 
at large, this is already enormous 
the White House and commerce 
department have been told. 


The great industries™ contribu- 
tory to the assembly of motor 
vehicles are the hardest hit, ot 
course, and some are already con- 
vinced that unless peace is 
brought about soon they will have 
to abandon plant expansion plans 
through which they had hoped to 
push the country even further 
along the road of recovery. The 
result of abandonment would be 
felt in all lines of business, it is 
stated. 


(Continued on Page 3, Col. 2) 


lGleveland Jadge sdge_|Company Proposes Poll 
Under Auspices of State 


By WILLIAM C. CALLAHAN 
DETROIT.—Refusal of John L. Lewis, CIO head, to 
modify his demands for recognition as sole bargaining 
agent for all employes in struck GM plants and his ob- 
vious fear of submitting his case to a vote among em- 
ployes to prove that his first demand is justified, was re- 
vealed last night as the single factor still standing between 


Backs Decision 
Of Flint Court 


By MILAN H. STOCKING 
ADN Cleveland Correspondent 

CLEVELAND, O.—In the course 
of an injunction hearing today 
Common Pleas Judge Joy Seth 
Hurd ruled that employes of the 
Fisher Body plant here do not 
have the right to control the plant 
either by a sit-down or in any 
other way. They do, however, 
have the right to picket peace- 
fully, he said. 

Judge Hurd’s views on the 
strike were substantially the same 
as those of Judge Gadola of Flint, 
who ordered strikers to leave 
Fisher plants there. 

Judge Hurd also ruled against 
the “pass system” whereby strik- 
ing employes have been permitted 
to leave the plant and go to their 
homes for a bath and a night's 
sleep and then return to the sit- 
down siege. 

The local Fisher Body manage- 
ment is seeking an injunction 
limiting the number of pickets 
which the striking union may 
have and is asking for a court 
order against violence. 

During the hearing today At- 
torney W. K. Stanley, represent- 
ing Fisher Body, indicated that 
General Motors plans to re-open 
the huge body plant as soon as 
possible. This was taken to mean 
that operations would probably be 
resumed if a “no violence” in- 
junction is issued by Judge Hurd. 

Today’s hearing resumed after 
a week-end continuance gave 
William J. Corrigan, counsel for 
the workers, opportunity for what 
might almost be called filibuster- 
ing tactics. Corrigan last week 
contended that the officers of the 
local GM subsidiary did not have 
full authority to settle the strike. 
He argued that any action here 


(Continued on Page 3, Col. 5) 


Write or Wire to 


Wim negotiations in the General Motors-United Automobile Workers strike at complete 
deadlock over the demands of John L. Lewis for sole bargaining representation for all 
GM workers it is apparent that the conference route offers no avenue to peace. It is highly im- 
portant to the nation as a whole that this strike which is expected to deal a $3,000,000,000 
(three billion) body blow to the national income be settled without further delay. 

Efforts of Secretary of Labor Perkins and Gov. Murphy of Michigan obviously have had 
little or no effect in humanizing Lewis’ demand coincident with General Motors in its determ- 
ination not to forfeit its liberty and the liberty of its employes into the hands of any single labor 
czar, is William Green, president of the American Federation of Labor who insists that his 
organization be heard in collective bargaining on an equal footing with Lewis. 

As the situation now stands only two roads to peace seem possible; voluntary modification of 
Lewis’ drastic demand or enforcement of the court's order to evacuate sit-downers from struck 


plants. 


a peaceful settlement of the Gen-® 


eral Motors strike and the return 
to work of close to 100,000 Gen- 
eral Motors employes. The reve- 
lation came in a battle of state- 
ments at the end of 10 hours of 
conferences between GM execu- 
tives and Lewis in co-operation 
with Gov. Murphy of Michigan. 


While Gov. Murphy issued a 
dew and. sunshine statement at 
the close of the meeting, to the 
effect that he still believed the 
conferees were closer together 
than they had been at any time 
in the past and that the meeting 
will be continued tonight, ob- 
servers felt that no progress had 
been made and that the situation 
was much the game as it was at 
the time the strike was called. 


General Motors in its statement 
issued at 10:55 p.m. Monday, 
pointed out that it had agreed to 
a plebiscite to be conducted under 
supervision of Gov. Murphy in 
order to determine whether or 
not the United Automobile 
Workers could muster a major- 
ity of members among the work- 
ers in GM plants. This offer was 
spurned by the  beetle-browed 
leader of CIO on the ground that 
General Motors was merely at- 
tempting to find out how strong 
UAW actually is—a question in 
which every fair-minded citizen 
has been equally interested. 

Apparently piqued and defiant 
as he left the meeting room, 
Lewis endeavored to impress upon 


the President | 


Write or wire to President Roosevelt today and ask that he use the in- 
fluence of his office to end the costly delay in reaching a settlement. Or 
write or wire your senator and representative. 


newspapermen the fact that since 
GM officials had conferred with 
him during the past week at the 
request of President Roosevelt, 
such action was a tacit recogni- 
tion of him as sole bargaining 
agent for all GM workers. In this 
connection it cannot be too 
strongly pointed out that GM de- 
ferred to the President’s request 
in spite of earlier statements that 
the corporation would have no 
truck with Mr. Lewis and his co- 
horts until such time as the il- 
legally-occupied plants of the cor- 
poration had been vacated and 
its property returned. 

Nothing but sheer impudence 
on the part of Leader Lewis could 
have possibly interpreted this de- 
ference on the part of the corpo- 
ration to the President of the 
United States as deference to 
John L. Lewis, his CIO or UAW. 
The issue was clear cut. President 
Sloan of GM, after declining to 
take part in a conference with 
Lewis and Secretary of Labor 
Perkins, was requested to sit-in 
on similar conferences with Lewis 
and Gov. Murphy “at the request 
of President Roosevelt.” As the 
GM statement at that time 
pointed out and its Monday eve- 
ning statement reiterated, “such 
a request left the corporation no 
alternative.” 

Observers who have followed 
the winding course of negotia- 
tions from Detroit to Washing- 
ton and back to Detroit are 
agreed that no peace is possible 
so long as Leader Lewis remains 
adamant in his demands for sole 
bargaining rights. Any settlement 
arrived at on Lewis’ terms could 
lead only to complete shifting of 
control of its plants into the 
hands of Lewis. Under the pro- 
posed plebiscite, of which Lewis 
wants no part, his moral right to 
demand representation for all 
workers could be proved or dis- 
proved. The Wagner Bill, which 
is the only law at the present 
time providing for such elections, 
was designed to provide an instru- 
ment through which employes 
who are deprived of their rights 
of colleetive bargaining can .es- 
tablish that right through a pleb- 
iscite. 

While the Wagner Bill has fal- 
len sadly short of the expecta- 
tions of its sponsors and its con- 
stitutionality is now under ques- 
tion, Lewis has failed to avail 


(Continued on Page 4, Col. 2) 
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Tells Senator 
Strike Even 
Hits Arkansas 













The following letter which prob- 
ably sums up the thoughts of 
countless numbers of small busi- 
ness men and workers on the Gen- 
eral Motors strike, was written to 
Senator Sheppard of Arkansas by 
one of his constituents. Expres- 
sions of opinion from persons di- 
rectly or indirectly affected by the 


: Fifth Floor, New Center Building. Telephone Trinity 2-3500 
New York—545 Fifth Ave. Washington—Chandler Bidg. Chicage—307 N. Michigan Ave. 
Murray Hill 6-0104 National 4303 | Franklin 2508 















Chris Sinsabaugh, Editor George M. Slocum, Publisher 
B. B. Crighton, Business Manager; Wm. C. Callahan, Managing Editor; Jack Weed, Editor 
Trailer Trade Section; Fred W. Lines, Advertising Manager; Edward Kruspak, 
Eastern Advertising Manager; Willard Cotton, Western Advertising 
Manager; Colin M. Selph, Special Representative. 


RESIDENT CORRESPONDENTS 













WALL STREET—C. J. Alexander SAN FRANCISCO—Leon J. Pinkson and{ strike would prove very effective in 
CHICAGO—Mel Adams Al Waddell speeding poses. 

ATLANTA, GA.—J. H. Reed, KANSAS Gly: 360,04. H. James ee oy 
MINNEAPOLIS—George Smeda > ‘S—Slim Barna: ; 

‘AKRON, 0.—A. L. Jam Senator Morris Sheppard, 






es DALLAS, TEX.—J]. A. Webb 
WASHINGTON, D. C.—William Uliman SEATTLE, WASH.—D. M. Trepp 


Subscription: ONE YEAR $6, TWO YEARS $10, for United States and Canada, 
also Sistas, Cuba and Panama. To other countries, one year $9.00. Single 
copies 10c. Advertising Rates: See Standard Rate and Dats, or write for rate card. 


No Free List! 


Washington, D. C. 
Dear Senator Sheppard: 


“T am engaged in the advertis- 
ing business, principally outdoor 
advertising. This is not a very lu- 
crative business; however, by hard 
and continuous work and close 
figuring, I am making a living out 
of it for my wife and daughter. 
My business was hard hit during 
the depression; I nearly went 
bankrupt, and I have not yet re- 
covered from the losses sustained. 

“Among my customers are the 
automobile manufacturing con- 
cerns. Their products are particu- 
larly adapted to the advantages 
of outdoor advertising. This labor 
disturbance and strike up in De- 
troit, and at other places over the 
country, led by Mr. John L. Lewis 
is causing me a very considerable 
financial loss, in loss of contracts 
due to cancellation and failure to 
place additional contracts. 

“Judging by universal standards 
of property holdings, etc., more 
than likely I would be classified 
as “a pretty small fish”—rather in- 
consequential, probably as just 
an ordinary bill poster; still, as 
I have stated, I am making a 
living out of this business, and 
have managed to keep myself and 
my family off of retief, and I am 
still struggling to do this. The loss 
which I will sustain on account 
of this strike will be a big item to 
me, not less than $1,000, and per- 
haps two or three times that 
amount, and I feel that this is a 
big price for me to pay for the 
ambitions of Mr. John L. Lewis. 

“Tt may be that in my remote 
location—far from the center of 
industrial activity—I may not 
have a correct understanding of 
all conditions; however, I have 
been fortunate enough to visit 
some of these automobile manu- 
facturing plants, and my impres- 
sions at the time were that the 
men working in them all appeared 
to be healthy, happy, strong and 
vigorous individuals, working un- 
der exceptionally favorable con- 
ditions, and according to infor- 
mation from the daily papers, 
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One sacred pledge we make our friends here 
and now. This publication, God willing and so 
long as it is in our charge, will never champion 
the cause of any individual or any corporation 
which is not for the best interests of the auto- 
motive industry as a whole. Nor will tts columns 
be used to spread gossip or wflame prejudice. 
It will confine itself to the upbuilding of the 
industry it is pledged to serve, wholly through 
the dissemination of NEWS which is timely, 
authentic and of value —(ADN 6-10-1933.) 
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of actions, I am feeling the ef- 
fects of Mr. John L. Lewis’ ac- 
tivities to such a degree that it 
is bringing back to me depression 
conditions—difficulty in paying 
my bills, and forcing upon me and 
my family measures of economy 
which is going so far as to in- 
fluence the amount of money 
spent for groceries and food. 

“I think this is too great a price 
for me to pay for the ambitions 
of John L. Lewis in his deter- 
mined effort to force his hand 
into the laboring man’s pay en- 
velope for a rake-off, and to estal- 
lish himself as dictator absolute 
for labor. I think he should be 
suppressed. 

“As a very humble citizen, and 
as a gentleman who has voted for 
Mr. Roosevelt, I desire to record 
with you a protest against the 
continuance of this strike. My 
idea is that Mr. Lewis is all 
wrong; that he is jeopardizing re- 
covery by his actions, and I think 
that you should exert your in- 
fluence to stop this strike, which 
will stop my financial loss, and 
which will put these hundreds of 
thousands of men back to work. 
My idea is that recovery has not 
yet progressed far enough to jus- 
tify a move of this kind, so se- 
riously endangering its continu- 
ance. 

Believe me, yours very faith- 
fully, W. L. Wood jr.” 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 1937 


their wages are far above the or- 
dinary. 

“I may be all wrong about the 
matter, but it seems to me that 
this strike is a senseless, crazy, 
ridiculous procedure, and that it 
is not a strike for better working 
conditions, nor for satisfactory 
remuneration, but rather a strike 
to satisfy the ambitious cravings 
of a labor leader, and to wrest 
control of an industrial plant from 
its owners (the stockholders) and 
its managers. 

“Certainly you gentlemen in 
Washington have influence re- 
garding such matters as these, 
and I—as one very small person- 
age—am feeling a heavy financial 
loss. Of course, my loss is nothing 
compared to the monetary loss to 
General Motors, and the monetary 
loss and physical suffering and 
deprivation of the hundreds of 
thousands of employes being de- 
nied the right to work on account 
of the actions of the small minor- 
ity controlled by Mr. Lewis. 

“When this strike started I did 
not feel that, except for having 
definite opinions on the subject, 
I was particularly interested or 
would be noticeably affected, but 
developments have brought out 
the fact.that as small as I am, and 
as remote as I am from the seat 










Any Way You Look At It, It’s Red 

HARGES that rebel union leader Lewis’ Committee for 
C Industrial Organization reeks with reds and com- 
munism are too likely to be taken lightly by the public at 
large. The damning, deadly parallel that can be drawn 
between the present CIO and the subversive Industrial 
Workers of the World which terrorized labor at the turn 
of the century cannot be laughed off. Stalwart “wobblies’ 
as the IWW’s were called, such as William Z. Foster, are 
numbered among the friends of some of the leaders in the 
CIO set-up. 

Following closely the IWW pattern CIO endeavors to 
inflict the will of its members upon workers in all industry 
through the simple expedient of seizing property and hold- 
ing it by force while at the same time pleading martrydom 
in event that any of its members are injured as a result of 
their illegal action. By this method, CIO leaders contrive 
to put law enforcement officers in the position of aggres- 
sors in event of disorders and win public sympathy by 
their outward show of peacefulness. 


Only in the heat of mass demonstration do the true 
colors of the organization come to the surface. In Flint 
last week the enthusiasm of union leaders grew to such 
proportions that demonstrators openly paraded in front 
of struck plants wearing red arm bands and red berets. 
Their regalia, marching songs and rally cries are un- 
varnished translations from Moscow. This may appear to 
be red baiting on our part but we did not furnish the ber- 
ets and bands nor write their songs—the strikers have 
labeled themselves. Even the communistic closed fist sal- 
ute shown in an illustration in this issue has become part 
of the ritual. 


That there has been a great labor movement underway 
in this country during the past 20 years is accepted. In- 
dustrialists have not only adapted their methods and 
treatment of employes to the new trends but also have 
encouraged and promoted better understanding and closer 
relationship between management and employes. Such a 
move was a healthy and normal development in a still ex- 
panding country. 


Poorly conceived laws plus the lack of enforcement of 
sound existing laws has made it possible for unscrupulous 
labor leaders by the use of closely knit minorities to im- 
press their will upon the majority. Such minorities, to be 
flexible in the hands of leaders, must necessarly be trained 
in all the tricks of martyrdom, police-baiting and complete 
disregard for constituted authorities. To this order the 
communist is tailor made. 


It needed only the revival of such an organization as 
the IWW through its present counterpart CIO to win his 
allegiance. 












































































































































N this, the second of the 

series of strike extras 
which ADN is putting out, 
are presented the different 
phases of the labor war in 
which John Lewis is at- 
tempting to force the rec- 
ognition of UAW as sole 
bargaining body for General 
Motors workers. In furnish- 
ing this rapid-fire service to 
ite readers ADN is doing its 
bit in helping the automo- 
bile industry win a battle 
upon which the financial 
fate of millions depends. It 
believes that not only the 
manufacturers, both of cars 
and accessories, but dealers 
and salesmen who sell the 
product should be kept 
posted on just what is 
going on. We believed, too, 
that daily newspapers and 
press association will ap- 
preciate this accurate in- 
formation and in their cases 
the editor gives them the 
privilege of using any art- 
icle, or news story or ex- 
cerpts therefrom in this 
issue, providing credit is 
given ADN.—Chris Sinsa- 
bangh, Editor. 






GOOD NEWS for William Hurst, Irvington, N. Y., and his family 
came in the form of General Motors disbursement of cash and 
common stock to employes participating in the corporation’s savings 
and investment plan. Hurst for the past nine years has been 
employed on the assembly line of the Tarrytown Chevrolet plant. 
During the current week, GM has distributed $10,700,000 to employes 
who invested their savings in the plan in 1931. For every $100 
invested, employes received $256. i 






It would be a dark day for American labor if this or- 
ganization should, by any stretch of imagination, force 
its way to the front as the sole mouth-piece for American 
workers in dealing with their employers. With this power 
a red regime would only be a matter of time. 
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Knudsen’s Recognition Stand Lifts Flint’s Spirit 


City 


is Tense on Threat 


Of Additional Sit-Downs 


FLINT.—While rumors of further impending sit-downs 
here heightened the tension in an already overwrought 
community, as the strike swung into its sixth week, there 
was nevertheless evidence that local workers who oppose 
the strike tactics were finding reassurance in the recent 
developments on the Detroit front. 


Reiteration by W. S. Knudsen, 
executive vice-president of Gen- 
eral Motors, of the corporation’s 
flat refusal to recognize any or- 
ganization as.an.exclusive agency 
for collective bargaining, took the 
wind out of “grapevine” reports 
from Detroit to the effect that 
General Motors would compromise 
that point. This feeling of reas- 
surance was reflected immediately 
in the failure of union leaders to 
attract any very’ impressive 
crowds to their demonstration 
meeting near Plant 1, in spite of 
the fact that the weather was 
fine and the union sound car had 
paraded the streets for hours with 
an announcement of the event. 

It was reflected, too, soon after 
word of it reached here late Sat- 
urday night, in the desertion of 
the sit-down strikers in Plant 4 
by about a dozen of their num- 
ber. The men left the plant, 
scrambled over the fence, and 
quit the Chevrolet plant area, af- 
ter news of Knudsen’s refusal 
to yield ground on the collective 
bargaining issue found its way 
into the plant. 

Resented Sound Car 

The sound car’s crew, inciden- 
tally, committed what may have 
been a serious error, while an- 
nouncing the Sunday meeting. 
Parishioners at the five Catholic 
churches in Flint emerged from 
their devotions, at various periods 
during the day, to find the car 
parked at the front door harangu- 
ing them to attend the demon- 
stration. In several instances, the 
worshipers resented its presence 
and proceeded to drown out the 
announcement by blowing their 
automobile horns. And in at least 
one authenticated case, the noon 
mass at St. Michael’s Church, the 
man at the mike retaliated by de- 
nouncing the congregation as 
“polacks, hunkies and heathen,” 
as he gave up his efforts and 
drove away. 

Charges that the Chevrolet 
plant management had turned off 
the heat. in Plant 4 during the 
week-end, and cut off electric cur- 
rent when the sit-down strikers 
brought in a large number of elec- 
tric heaters, were given wide cir- 
culation in bulletins issued from 
union headquarters. The manage- 
ment’s explanation, however, is 
that rising outdoor temperatures 
made it unnecessary to maintain 
the pressure which the previous 
day or so had required. Heating 
conditions are identical in Plant 
4, occupied by the strikers, and 
Plant 5, where the troops are 
quartered, it was pointed out, and 
there has been no complaint from 
the troops. The cutting off of the 
electricity, company officials said, 
was made necessary by the fact 
that the strikers were improvis- 
ing heaters from the mercury va- 
por lamps, endangering not only 
the plant and its equipment but 
themselves as well. 

Tension Relaxed 

News from Detroit, late Monday 
afternoon, to the effect that the 
peace conference had _ recessed 
until evening, had the effect of 
relaxing tension somewhat. Nev- 
ertheless, in view of General Mo- 
tors’ clearly stated position re- 
garding the possession of its 
plants, and its known desire to 
take them back at the earliest 
possible moment, close watch was 
being kept on Sheriff Thomas 
Wolcott whose duty it is to serve 
the writ of attachment issued last 
week. Wolcott has said that he 
would take no agtion so long as 
the Detroit sessions lasted, and 
the apparent imminence of a 
break-up has naturally raised the 


question of what he will do if it 
comes. 

As to rumors of further sit- 
downs, observers here in Flint be- 
lieve such a development un- 
likely, especially in view of the 
corporation’s firm stand in behalf 
of its workers. Employes in the 
AC plant contributed a penny 
apiece, on Monday, to finance a 
telegram exhorting Knudsen to 
“hold that line.” 


Green Protests 
Sole Bargaining 


Power for Lewis 


(Continued from Page 1) 


Glenn Griswold editor of Busi- 
ness Week estimates that direct 
damage threatening American 
business would total $500,000,000 
while collateral effects upon in- 
dustry and buying power would 
spill over into all division of our 
economic life. Thus the basis 
$500,000,000 loss might be multi- 
plied to $3,000,000,000 without 
stretching the statistics. He says: 

Spokesmen for the food, metal, 
chemical. and textile industries 
make corresponding estimates of 
the peril facing American busi- 
ness. 

There has been, perhaps, no 
more striking illustration of the 
stupendous economic loss the 
strike is fostering than the asser- 
tion of the research director of 
the Advertising Federation of 


America, Alfred Falk, that pro- 
duction and distribution of Gen- 
eral Motors manufactures ac- 
counts for about one-twentieth of 
the entire economic activity in 
the United States. He says: 


“Every community has a stake 
in the situation and will suffer 
from the resulting economic dis- 
locations. In many ways the 
American automotive industry has 
served as a sort of industrial ideal 
for the entire world. We have 
been proud of its accomplishments 
and aware of its contribution to 
our standard of living. It comes 
as more or less of a shock that 
this particular industry should 
now be selected as the battle- 
ground for what might become a 
major labor war.” 


IS THIS 


A husky wallop at the preten- 
tions of the UAW is taken by 
Leo Wolman, economics professor 
at Columbia university and for- 
mer chairman of the Automobile 
Labor Board, a recognized author- 
ity of labor relations in the in- 
dustry. In the Independent Jour- 
nal of Columbia he asserts that 
the UAW membership today ap- 
pears to be no larger than in 
1935. Before it joined Lewis’ CIO, 
when it represented “less than 15 
per cent of the numbers then em- 
ployed in the industry.” 

Prof. Wolman asserted that 
“the issues around which the 
strike is now being fought are 
substantially the same _ issues 
which were settled in the Presi- 
dent’s automobile settlement of 
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Mar. 4, 1934,” and which estab- 
lished the principle of propor- 
tional representation in response 
to the demand of the union, then 
affiliated with the AFL, that it be 
recognized as the sole bargaining 
agency for all employes. The 
President’s settlement conceded 
the right of collective bargaining 
“through freely chosen repre- 
sentatives to any group, however 
organized, non-union or union,” 
thus protecting the rights of each 
of these groups. 

Prof. Wolman discérns in the 
CIO leading spirits “views as to 
the functions of trade unions and 
the course of economic policy 
quite at variance with the tradi- 
tional policy of modern trade 
unionism in the United States 
and western Europe,” a _ policy 


MOSCOW? 


ADN Photograph 


DURING A UAW DEMONSTRATION IN FRONT OF General Motors Building, Detroit, Saturday 
noon the above picture was snapped. Strike sympathizer, second from the right, greeted the cameraman 
with the clinched fist salute of communism. If it wasn’t the clinched fist salute it was certainly a most 
deceiving imitation. Earlier in the week red arm bands and red berets set the styles among ladies at a 


similar demonstration in # lint. 


Has John L. Lewis Gone Left? 


In a series of illuminating articles which appeared recently in the Detroit Times, Harold Lord | 


Varney, an outstanding authority on radical movements, discussed Mr. Lewis and told who some of his | 
The Detroit Times has 
© 


followers are in both of his new 
reprint from those articles. 


ventures. 


By HAROLD LORD VARNEY 


The fact that John L. Lewis and 


John Brophy are now working| from that time on. 


It seemed to have plenty of money 
It should not 


side by side in the new organiza-| be difficult to guess where a part 


tion, Committee for Industrial 
Organization, is the most convinc- 
ing intimation that Lewis has gone 
Left which has not been revealed. 
For, only a few years ago, Lewis 
was scourging Brophy out of the 
United Mine Workers as an al- 
leged emissary of Soviet Russia. 
In 1928, after having been de- 
feated by Lewis for the presidency 
of the United Mine Workers, 
Brophy allied himself with Powers 
Hapgood and a group of Com- 
munists in a “save the union 
committee” whose express object 
was to drive John L. Lewis out of 
the leadership of the UMWA. 
What Lewis thought of Brophy 
at that time was caustically ex- 
pressed in an editorial which he 
published in his official organ, the 
United Mine Workers Journal, on 
April 15, 1928: 
“It is interesting to note,” said 


the editorial, “that the shameless | 


outfit which calls itself the ‘save 
the union committee’ became ex- 
tremely busy in its effort to wreck 
the United Mine Workers shortly 
after John Brophy returned from 
Russia, where he spent several 
weeks as a member of a fake 
trade union commission. Up to 
the time that Brophy returned 
from his trip to Russia, little had 
been heard of the odoriferous 
‘save the union committee.’ But 
the very minute that he came 
back, the out#it took on new life. 


of the money came from to finance 


the campaign of destruction.” 
* 


* 

The first attack was but the 
curtain-raiser to a series of edi- 
torial denunciations of Brophy 
and his Communist faction which 
crowded practically every issue of 
the United Mine Workers’ Journal 
until finally Brophy was DRIVEN 
OUT OF THE UNION. 

An explicit charge of COMMUN- 
ISM was featured in the issue of 
May 1, 1928: 

“For months past,” it declared, 
“the ‘save the union committee’ 
under the leadership of John Bro- 
phy, Patrick Toohey, Powers Hap- 
good and a few others has been 
doing its dirtiest to capture the 
United Mine Workers and to 
transform this splendid union into 
a Communist organization. In 
carrying out this campaign, the 
‘save the union committee’ has 
had the full and complete support 
and assistance of the entire Com- 
munist element in America and 
foreign countries, including 
Russia.” 

* 7 a 

In view of the fact that Mr. 
Lewis has now placed John Bro- 
phy in the highest office in his 
new CIO, it is interesting to note 
the opinion which he entertained 
of Brophy trade union ethics while 
the latter was a member of the 
United Mine Workers. 


kindly given ADN permission to | 
oe 2 Saal - a i 


He paid his to 


Brophy kind of unionism in the| 


respects 


Sept. 15, 1928: 

“Leaders of the disloyal bunch 
who call themselves the ‘save the 
union committee’ openly declare 
that their sole and only purpose is 
the destruction of the United Mine 
Workers and the establishment in 
its place of a Communist organi- 
zation,” the article declared. 

“It is not difficult to imagine the 
kind of union they would build up 
if they were able to destroy the 
United Mine Workers. It would 
be one without a spark of honor 
or honesty. Its word would be 
worthless. Any contract it might 
make with coal operators would 
amount to absolutely nothing, be- 
cause the leaders would not re- 
spect it.” 

a 7 

Such a characterization is blast- 
ing in its definiteness. If John L. 
Lewis actually believes Brophy to 
be the personification of such un- 
scrupulous unionism, then his se- 
lection to direct the CIO is a 
ghastly commentary upon a 
changed John L. Lewis. 

In the United Mine Workers 
convention of 1927, Lewis, in dis- 
cussing Brophy, cried out to the 
delegates: 

“God save our union from hav- 
ing such leadership.” 

Now he proposes to set up THE 
SAME LEADER over his own in- 
dustrial union movement which, 
he believes, IS DESTINED TO 
SUPPLANT THE AMERICAN 
FEDERATION. OF LABOR. 


the 


which envisions “extensive con- 
trol over the activities of in- 
dustry.” 

“Whatever the details of the 
Lewis program may be,” he adds, 
“its success must inevitably pave 
the way for progressive monopol-< 
ization or cartelization of indus- 
try and for the public regulations 
of wages, prices and output.” 


United Mine Workers Journal et (Cleveland Judge 


Backs Decision 
Of Flint Court 


(Continued from Page 1) 
should depend upon conferences in 
Flint. 

As yet there is no indication of 
when the hearing will be con- 
cluded. 

Lincoln R. Scafe, resident man- 
ager of the Cleveland Fisher 
plant, was the first witness called 
today by Attorney Corrigan. This 
followed the reading by the com- 
pany’s counsel of numerous affi- 
davits showing violence and in- 
timidation on the part of striking 
workers. 

Corrigan asked Scafe if he had 
any instructions regarding re- 
opening of the plant. Scafe said 
he had received instructions from 
Edward Fisher, head of Fisher 
Body, reading: “You have stand- 
ing instructions to open the plant 
when you can.” 

The management claims most 
of the employes have expressed a 
desire to return at once if given 
the opportunity. Answers to the 
company’s questionnaires sent to 
striking employes were attacked 
by counsel for the workers. The 
local newspapers have received 
many letters from workers and 
their wives asserting that they 
want to return to work. 


(Continued on Page 4, Col. 3) 












Company Divul ges Otter 


DETROIT.—Following is complete text of a statement 
issued late Monday night by officials of General Motors: 
“On behalf of General Motors 
Corp., Messrs. William S. Knud- 
sen, Donaldson Brown and John 
Thomas Smith, authorize the fol- 





employment, this act of violence 
is sufficient authority to permit 
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Complete Text of GM and Lewis Statements 


Of Vote; Repeats Stand 


lowing statement :— 

“In view of the fact that ne- 
gotiations which we have been 
carrying on with United Automo- 
bile Workers of America under 
the auspices of Gov. Murphy of 
Michigan, have not as yet re- 
sulted in the solution of the dif- 
ficulty, it becomes important at 
this time, to state all the facts 
and circumstances as to the call- 
ing of the conference, what has 
taken place so far, and the status 
of affairs, at this time, for the 
information of all concerned. 


President Asked Meeting 


“Mr. William S. Knudsen, ex- 
ecutive vice-president of General 
Motors, met with Gov. Murphy of 
Michigan and Mr. John L. Lewis, 
Wednesday morning, Feb. 3. Sub- 
sequent meetings have been held 
practically every day since that 
date. In subsequent meetings 
other associates of the respective 
parties have joined. The confer- 
ences have been held as a result 
; of the request of the President of 
7 the United States, conveyed to us 

through Gov. Murphy. The fact re- 

mains that at the time the sit- 
down strikers were still in posses- 
sion of certain of the corporation's 
plants. The position of the cor- 
poration from the beginning has 
always been, that it was willing 
to negotiate with representatives 
of the union as soon as the strik- 
ers discontinued illegal occupancy 
of its plants. The request of the 

President of the United States 

left no alternative other than to 

meet Mr. Lewis with Gov. Murphy. 
“It will be recalled that on 

Tuesday, Feb. 2, the circuit court 

at Flint, Mich., issued an injunc- 
. tion and ordered the strikers to 

evacuate the plants within 24 

hours. It has always been clear 
? the seizure of the plants was 

egal, and that their continued 
occupancy was solely for the pur- 
pose of forcing the corporation to 
accept the union demands. The 
strikers have refused to obey the 
order of the court. Now they are 
not only violators of the law but, 
in addition, are in deliberate con- 
tempt of the court. They have 
openly stated they will not obey 
the law. Naturally, such a situa- 
tion is entirely beyond the prov- 

ince of General Motors. It is a 
‘ challenge to law and order and to 

the authority of the state, which 
those charged with authority must 
deal with according to their re- 
sponsibility. Such were the gen- 
eral circumstances under. which 
the first meeting was held. 


Would Resume Work 


“In the course of the first meet- 
ing on Wednesday, Mr. Knudsen 
was informed by Mr. Lewis that 
if a satisfactory arrangement 

_ could be reached as to the extent 

. of recognition to be accorded the 
union, he would immediately put 
the strikers back to work, fol- 
lowing which negotiations could 

- be undertaken on the remaining 

. points raised by the union in its 
letter of Jan. 4. 

“Gov. Murphy informed Mr. 
Knudsen that it was at the re- 
quest of the President of the 
United States that General Mo- 
tors should enter into negotiations 
on this point. Accordingly, such 
negotiations have taken place. No 
other issue has been discussed 
and no agreement has_ been 

f reached on this or any other 
point. 

“The union claims it is entitled 
to exclusive bargaining rights for 
all workers in plants on. strike, 
even those outside its member- 
ship. This position really means 
that if 500 workers sit down and 
throw 10,000 other workers out of 
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the union to speak exclusively for 
the 10,000 employes thus deprived 
of ‘work. Furthermore, the illegal 
possession of the plants to make 
this effective is to be reinforced 
by defiance of both the law and 
the mandate of the court. 


GM to Obey Law 
“General Motors cannot sub- 
scribe to such coercion, and agree 
to deliver its workers into such 
bondage. General Motors must 
obey the law, must respect the 
rights of all its workers and the 
public that it serves. 

“In recognition of these obliga- 
tions, the corporation has re- 
peated time and time again, its 
willingness to bargain with the 
union on behalf of its members, 
after evacuation of the plants, but 
it is restrained, both by law and 
in equity, from depriving any of 
its employes of their right to self- 
organization, by requiring that 
they be represented by this par- 
ticular union without regard to 
their own desire and over the pro- 
test, in tens of thousands of cases. 

“The CIO affiliated unions have 
settled all their recent strikes, 
such as Libbey-Owens-Ford, Pitts- 
burgh Plate Glass, Hercules Mo- 
tors and others, on the basis of 
recognition for their members 
only, as offered by the General 
Motors Corp. 


“In order to determine the pro- 
portion of the workers who wish 
to be represented by the union, as 
against those who wish to be rep- 
resented otherwise, the corpora- 
tion offered to submit the question 
to its workers, by means of a se- 
cret ballot to be conducted under 
the auspices of the governor of 
Michigan. This was not satisfac- 
tory to the union representatives. 


“The corporation has insisted 
upon what it believes to be a fair 
and honorable policy, ie., to give 
opporunity to the representatives 
of any group of workers, to ne- 
gotiate any questions with the 
management, with the under- 
standing that any advantages ac- 
corded to one group, would be ac- 
corded to all—conditions being the 
same. 

Fundamental Issue 


“Out of all the conferences and 
discussions which have taken 
place, the fundamental issue again 
asserts itself--is the power of the 
union to prevail based as it is on 
violence, disregard of law and 
order and contempt of the courts; 
or are the legitimate rights of 
over 125,000 workers to be con- 
sidered, thus reasserting the 
forces of law, order, justice, rea- 
gon and civilization? 

“In appreciation of the unre- 
mitting efforts of Gov. Murphy, 
we have assured him of our readi- 
ness to respond to an early call 
by him to resume conferences, if 
in his judgment any good could 
result therefrom.” 


Lewis Balks at 
Proposal by GM 
For State Vote 





(Continued from Page 1) 
himself of the rights granted him 
under its terms in spite of the 
fact that General Motors openly 
has offered to submit its case to 
the will of its employes. 

This results in a_ situation 
which can be summed up as fol- 
lows: 

1. Neo vote can be called in GM 

plants without Lewis’ consent. 
2. Should such a vote be called 
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by Gov. Murphy, Lewis could 
nullify its decisiveness by the 
old wheeze of instructing his 
followers not to vote. Thus 
settlement on this line is im- 
probable. 


Gov. Murphy can enforce the 
court order to remove sit- 
downers from GM plants and 
protect workers in their right 
te go to and from their jobs 
unmolested. The governor has 
evidenced no desire to do that. 


4. Gov. Murphy can declare mar- 
tial law in Flint and thus nul- 
lity the orders of civil courts. 
This would not change the 
physical aspects of the strike 
nor return workers to their 
jobs. 

President Roosevelt can step 
directly into the picture and 


to prevail upon Lewis to mod- 
ify his unwarranted demands. 





The “short” Monday evening 
conference had come to an end. 

“Is it over Mr. Knudsen?” re- 
porters asked William S. Knud- 
sen, executive vice-president of 
General Motors Corp. as he strode 
across the second floor of Re- 
corder’s Court Bldg. early this 
morning. 

He smiled. “Ask the governor,” 
his answer every time. He smiled 
and continued on while photog- 
raphers’ flashlight bulbs exploded. 
He looked confident, thorough- 
bred. 

Gov. Murphy stood back of his 
orother’s desk. Dewey stood along- 
side him. Lewis, ashy-white, tired, 
dejected-looking, slumped against 
the jury box outer rail. 

The governor continued his 
beaming. Dewey sagged, tired. 
Lewis ran his hand through his 
heavy hair. More photographers 
climbing, more noise. 

“Quiet,” some newshawk thund- 
ered. Silence, momentarily. 

Murphy finished. Lewis aimed 
at the rostrum, reached it, leaned 
on the judge’s desk. His eyes were 
red-rimmed. He ran his left hand 
through his hair again. He began. 

More flashlight bulbs exploded. 
Cameras whirred on and on. The 


Cleveland J udge 
Backs Decision 


Of Flint Court 


(Continued from Page 3) 

On the street, in the trolleys, 
hotel lobbies and elsewhere, senti- 
ment is strongly against the 
strikers. Labor leaders in numer- 
ous AF of L unions here also are 
opposed to the strike. Efforts to 
collect strike funds among local 
labor organizations have not been 
very successful. Merchants and 
business men are exceedingly im- 
patient because of the long con- 
tinued tieup. 

Schafe at one point declared he 
was empowered to bargain with 
the workers but not to make con- 
tracts. He said today he had 
complete authority except in labor 
matters, which he has to refer to 
Detroit. 


Judge Hurd announced he had 
received some resolutions from a 
mass meeting of automobile work- 
ers held ‘Sunday and explained 
that he could not consider them. 
Corrigan said he h&adn’t heard of 
them and added that they may 
have been well intended but were 
unwise. 

“I will hear only the law in evi- 
dence and determine this case 
only on the evidence, and will not 
be influenced by outside opinion,” 
Judge Hurd declared. 
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Recognition in Struck 


Plants Still Lewis Aim 


DETROIT.—The United Automobile Workers of Amer- 
ica, through John L. Lewis, early Tuesday morning issued 










the following statement: ~ late 
“We propose that this confer-| America. 
ence agree as follows: “(C) That all plants of the 


“(A) That General Motors Corp.| aforesaid corporation, including 


use the influence of his office | 


a re me , ERO arora 


in this conference recognize the 
United Automobile Workers of 
America as the collective bargain- 
ing agency for the employes of 
the 20 plants closed by the exist- 
ing strike. 

(Plants to be 
listed.) 

“(B) That all other points at 
issue in the existing controversy 
be settled in a continuing collec- 
tive bargaining conference be- 
tween qualified representatives of 
General Motors Corp. and the 
United Automobile Workers of 


identified and 





Knudsen Confident, Murphy Beaming, 
Lewis Languid 


A Pen Picture of Murphy’s Court Monday Near Midnight 


combined glare of the improvised 
floodlights and the bulbs made 
everything ghastly, somewhat 
symbolically, if newsmen’s faces 
were read correctly. 

Someone’s cough loosened an 
avalanche of coughing and scuff- 
ling. 

Lewis spoke. Reporters braced 
their copy paper against the 
backs of those before them, on 
the desk, against the wall, cupped 
in their hands, any place. Lewis 
passed out his statement, type- 
written. 

There were many left over, al- 
though he had said the supply 
was limited. His “who wants one” 
was hardly the proper climax for 
his “limited supply” statement. 
He sagged, looked terribly tired, 
ashen. 

The lights added not one whit 
to his appearance. 


One thought of a beaten dog, 
cringing, a gorilla tamed, a fe- 
rocious tiger turned a tame tabby. 
He was bewildered, hurt, physi- 
cally dead. Here he had found a 
foe more than worthy. Here his 
bravado and bluster had been 
punctured. He looked around him, 


those listed and all others now 
idle, immediately resume opér- 
ation pending the negotiation of 
a complete agreement covering 
all. points remaining at issue. It 
is understood that all employes 
now on strike or otherwise idle 
return forthwith to his usual 
work and that no discrimination 
shall be made or prejudices ex- 
ercised by either of the contract- 
ing parties against any worker 
because of his former affiliation 
with, or activities in, any group 
or association of employes.” 








unseeing, seeking consolation. 
There was none. He was all alone. 
His miner tactics, effective in the 
mines and in political circles, had 
met more than their match. He 
had used his bag of tricks; but 
they. were old stuff. He was a 
chatauqua three-a-night man cat- 
apaulted into the big time, and 
he did not have what it takes. 


He looked licked. His statement 
was of the bravado born of des- 
peration. Newspapermen can’t be 
fooled. He knew that and showed 
it. He looked ashen. His appear- 
ance belied his oral bluster. He 
longed for someone to advise him. 

He terminated the interview. 
The reporters dashed for the lim- 
ited supply of phones, photog- 
raphers putting their plates into 
holders, radio men coiling their 
microphone wires. 


It was all over. Nothing accom- 
plished. Disappointment shouted 
from newspapermen’s faces as 
they dashed out for phones. The 
“short” conference promised..by 
the governor was yet another 
“dud,” more than six hours long 
with still “no news.” 
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